URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  ROYTON, 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


BEING  AN 

ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 


WITH 
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RALPH  YOUNG,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TO  THE 


Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 

OF  TOE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ROYTON. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fifteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District.  One  of  the  chief 
features  of  Public  Health  Administration  during  the  year  has  been  its 
more  intimate  association  with  personal  hygiene  and  its  development  in 
the  way  of  School  Medical  Inspection  which  is  now  pretty  general 
throughout  the  County.  Considerable  attention  is  still  devoted  to 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  an  important 
Memorandum  on  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  was  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  consisted  mainly  of  a  carefully  considered 
statement  of  the  measures  open  to  Sanitary  Authorities  for  the  control 
of  that  Disease.  The  Public  Baths  and  Playground  will  largely  augment 
the  facilities  for  the  improvement  of  health  conditions.  The  death  rate 
remains  at  about  an  average,  but  was  no  doubt  largely  kept  up  by  the 
Epidemic  of  Measles  which  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and 
of  which  details  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RALPH  YOUNG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 

ROYTON. 


REPORT, 


1909. 


Features  The  general  features  of  the  District  having  been  referred 

to  in  previous  Annud  Reports,  more  particularly  in  that  for  1901, 
it  will  only  be  necessary  here  to  state  that  being  situated  on  the 
Western  side  of  the  Pennine  Range  of  hills  its  slope  is  towards 
the  South-West,  and  forms  a  concavity  watered  by  several  streams 
flowing  in  that  direction. 


On  the  Northern  slope  of  the  valley  are  a  few  acres  of 
wooded  land.  Each  of  the  cotton  mills  in  the  Roy  ton  district  has 
usually  a  large  lodge  or  reservoir  of  water  adjoining  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  and  as  there  are  some  30  of  these 
lodges  altogether,  from  20  to  30  acres  of  land  surface  are 
constantly  covered  by  water.  The  climate  is  moist  and  suited  for 
Occupations  cotton  spinning  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are 
employed.  The  outlying  portions  of  the  district  consist  mainly  of 
grazing  land,  there  being  little  or  no  tillage,  and  the  farmers 
Milk  Supply  supply  the  milk  to  the  surrounding  population.  The  milk 
generally  is  wholesome,  none  imported,  with  only  occasional 


prosecutions. 
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Houses 


Supervision 


H.W.C.  Act 


Improved 

Conditions 


Water 


Building  operations  are  constantly  going  on,  and  although 
about  100  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  1909,  the 
accommodation  cannot  yet  be  said  to  be  sufficient  for  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  mill  operatives. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  and  connection  of  the  drainage 
is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor,  although  the  Bye-laws 
are  somewhat  out  of  date,  and  the  pavement  of  yards  is  not 
insisted  on.  There  have  been  a  few  instances  of  overcrowding, 
but  these  have  been  remedied  without  resort  to  the  Housing  Act. 

It  must  not  be  overlooked  that  means  have  been  adopted 
by  the  local  authority  during  the  year,  on  a  somewhat  large  and 
expensive  scale,  for  improving  the  public  health  by  the  erection  of 
Baths,  now  nearly  completed,  and  the  purchase  of  land  for  a 
Public  Park  and  Playground. 

The  water  supply  is  drawn  from  the  mains  of  the  Oldham 
Corporation.  Coming  largely  from  the  surface  of  upland  moors  it 
is  somewhat  peaty  in  character,  but  means  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Oldham  Corporation  to  correct  this,  and  there  is  no  special 
indication  of  generally  injurious  effects  from  any  possible  solvent 
action  on  the  water  pipes. 
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Population 


Births 


Rate 


Deaths 


Rate 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year 
under  review  has  been  154.  The  percentage  of  population  per 
house  being  taken  at  4’4,  the  general  total  to  the  middle  of  1909 
is  estimated  at  16,500. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  has  been  458,  viz., 
233  males  and  225  females.  Of  these  16  were  illegitimate, 
comprising  about  3 ’4  per  cent. 

We  have  thus  a  birth  rate  of  27* 7  which  is  somewhat 
higher  than  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  of  26*4. 

Contrasted  with  this  it  may  be  observed  that  the  general 
birth  rate  for  England  in  1876  which  was  36  3  per  1,000  fell  to 
26-6  in  1907. 

The  Registrar  has  returned  265  as  the  number  of  deaths 
in  the  district  during  1909,  which  gives  an  annual  rate  of  16 '06 
per  1,000  of  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year. 

For  greater  accuracy,  however,  considerable  care  has  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of  those  belonging  to  the  district 
who  have  died  outside  its  boundaries  in  such  places  as  the  Union 
Workhouse,  the  Oldham  Infirmary,  &c.  Of  these  deaths  there 
have  been  39,  making  a  total  of  304,  and  a  death  rate  of  18 '4. 
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Influences 

affecting 


This  is  practically  higher  than  that  of  the  previous 
decennial  period,  but  is  entirely  owing  to  the  virulent  epidemic  of 
Measles  which  prevailed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


Eliminating  deaths  from  this  special  cause,  or  supposing  an 
average  number  of  deaths  from  Measles,  the  general  death  rate 
would  have  stood  at  17,  and  it  may  be  added  we  have  not  had 
more  than  an  average  death  rate  from  such  causes  as  accidents 
and  suicides  which  are  included  in  the  general  total.  We  may 
conclude  then  from  these  considerations  that  there  is  no  evidence 
of  an  impaired  condition  of  public  health  generally  in  the  district. 


Whole 

District 


In  the  following  table,  which  is  practically  the  same  as 
that  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  statistics  are 
given  for  a  number  of  years  as  regards  births,  and  de  aths  under 
one  year  and  at  all  ages. 
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TABLE  I. 
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18-2 
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* 

# 
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16500 

458 

27-7 
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148  4 

265 

16-06 

39 

304 

18-4 

*  Averages  for  nine  years  only. 


Infantile 

Mortality 


Here  both  the  returns  of  the  local  Registrar  are  given,  with 
the  addition  of  the  number  of  those  residents  who  have  died 
beyond  the  district  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  and  the  marked 
difference  which  is  thus  produced  in  the  annual  rate  is  at  once 
apparent.  In  the  annexed  table  record  is  made  of  the  causes  of 
Infantile  Mortality  in  each  of  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  and  in 
the  following  months. 


TABLE  II. 
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es  As  in  former  years  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs 

contributed  largely  to  the  Infant  Mortality  of  the  district,  but  dur¬ 
ing  1909  this  factor  was  exceptionally  increased  by  the  epidemic 
of  Measles,  with  which  affection  Rt  spiratory  Diseases  are  so  often 
associated. 
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Premature 
Births,  &c. 


More  than  29  per  cent,  of  the  Infantile  Mortality  was  due 
to  Premature  Births  and  Wasting  Diseases.  Up  to  the  present 
there  is  no  Creche  or  Institution  in  the  district  for  the  tending  of 
young  children  whilst  parents  are  at  work. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  a  more  comprehensive  view  of 
principle  causes  of  death  at  different  age  periods,  as  they  have 
occurred  in  the  separate  wards  of  the  district : — 
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TABLE  III. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
the  District 
at  subjoined  ages. 

Deaths  in  or 
belonging  to  Wards 
at  all  ages. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

j  Thornham  Ward. 

Dogford  Ward. 

liaggate  Ward. 

Dryclough  Ward. 

Heyside  Ward. 

Measles  . 

27 

5 

19 

3 

3 

5 

12 

3 

4 

Scarlet  Fever . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

1 

Gastritis  . 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

18 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

3 

15 

1 

4 

6 

3 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

10 

2 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

4 

1 

... 

6 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer . 

7 

1 

6 

3 

3 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

34 

7 

15 

12 

2 

7 

7 

6 

12 

Pneumonia . 

27 

6 

1 

12 

8 

7 

8 

5 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

23 

10 

6 

2 

5 

2 

10 

6 

2 

3 

Alcoholism . 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

10 

10 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Parturition . 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease  . 

21 

1 

12 

8 

8 

9 

1 

3 

Accidents  . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Suicides  . 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Diseases  of  Urinary  Organs  ... 

15 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

9 

2 

1 

4 

4 

1 

5 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System... 

34 

6 

3 

1 

1 

10 

13 

1 

5 

14 

3 

11 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

15 

10 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

1 

2 

... 

2 

9 

2 

2 

All  other  Causes  . 

42 

7 

4 

2 

3 

13 

13 

1 

12 

16 

2 

11 

All  Causes . 

304 

68 

36 

10 

18 

112 

60 

16 

84 

104 

35 

65 

13 


Pulmonary 

Tuberulosis 


Control  of 


Zymotic 

Diseases 


In  table  3,  under  the  headings  Cancer,  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  Puerperal  Fever,  &c.,  all  registered  deaths  proper  to  be 
comprised  within  these  terms  have  been  included.  For  instance 
those  deaths  assigned  as  due  to  Scirrhus,  or  Carcinoma  have  been 
included  under  the  heading  Cancer.  It  is  seen  also  that  if  we 
exclude  the  exceptional  case  of  Measles  in  no  special  kind  of 
Disease  has  there  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
under  review. 

In  1909  a  little  over  4  per  cent,  of  deaths,  as  in  the 
previous  year,  were  due  to  Tuberculous  Diseases.  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  now  notifiable  by  the  Union  Officers,  but  as  only 
seven  cases  were  reported  it  is  clear  that  all  those  occurring 
amongst  pauper  patients  have  not  come  to  hand.  This  defect  will 
be  remedied  in  the  ensuing  year.  There  is  not,  however,  any 
special  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  this  disease,  although 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Council  for  the  inspection 
of  Tuberculous  Cattle  by  a  practically  competent  and  qualified 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  Mr.  W.  Hall.  Cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  on  being  notified  are  treated  as  far  as  practicable  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  mortality  from  the  Zymotic  Class  of  Diseases  has  been 
as  shewn  in  the  previous  table,  and  give  a  rate  of  1*9  per  1,000  of 
population.  Even  this,  however,  emphasises  the  truth  of  my 
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Inquests 


Respiratory 

Diseases 


remark  in  the  Report  for  1907  on  the  little  value  of  the  Zymotic 
rate,  though  commonly  used  as  a  test  of  the  general  health  of  the 
community,  inasmuch  as  the  excessive  number  of  deaths  due  to 
Measles  already  referred  to  vitiates  the  value  of  the  rate  caculated 
on  the  whole  group. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1909,  the  deaths 
of  10  males  and  9  females,  resident  of  Roy  ton,  were  reported  to 
the  Police,  and  Inquests  were  held  on  the  bodies  of  4  males  and  6 
females. 

Preliminary  Enquiries  were  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the 
cases  of  6  males  and  3  females. 

Respiratory  Diseases  contributed  the  large  number  of  84 
deaths  to  the  general  total  during  the  year,  or  more  than  4  per 
cent,  of  the  whole. 

The  district  being  divided  into  wards  the  incidence  of 
Mortality  in  its  separate  localities  is  seen  on  reference  to  the 
following  table  : — 


TABLE  IV. 


15 


• 

Sh 

o3 

‘jt39^  x  Jspun  sqxB9Q 

CO 

rH 

iO 

rH 

CD 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CD 

rH 

CO 

rH 

03 

rH 

rH 

CM 

rH 

CO 

rH 

(M 

xH 

rH 

CO 

rH 

£ 

<D 

•  ■— ! 

GO 

<D 

ffl 

*89812  JJB  SqX'BOQ 

CO 

IO 

CM 

co 

rH 

CO 

03 

IO 

CM 

t— 

1H 

CO 

IO 

co 

t- 

c- 

IO 

IO 

co 

eo 

CM 

co 

IO 

CO 

•uoiXBjndog 

3385 

3391 

; 

3394 

3428 

3441 

3472 

3486 

3490 

3503 

3521 

3451  1 

3640 

• 

t- 

•.lU9iC  X  -isputl  8qXT39Q 

rH 

rH 

O 

rH 

co 

03 

CO 

CO 

IO 

O 

rH 

t- 

03 

IO 

cb 

o 

rH 

j> 

P* 

03 

bG 

>x 

*S9§'6  JJ12  SqX^9Q 

03 

CO 

CM 

XfH 

rH 

03 

CO 

IO 

IO 

CO 

xJH 

(M 

CO 

xJH 

xH 

CM 

CO 

rH 

xh 

xtH 

IO 

CO 

o 

F  H 

O 

H 

Q 

•aojXBjndog 

2736 

2865 

2878 

2907 

2967 

i 

3025 

-H 

oo 

o 

CO 

CO 

CO 

H 

CO 

3171 

3227 

2999-3 

CO 

00 

CO 

CO 

*jb9£  x  J9pun  sqx^9(x 

o 

CO 

t'- 

CM 

rH 

ca 

rH 

o 

rH 

xH 

CM 

o 

CM 

o 

rH 

1>- 

rH 

tH 

rH 

o 

(M 

IO 

M 

£ 

<d 

■4-3 

cS 

bC 

bfi 

Cu 

w 

*S9§12  jji3  x^  sqxB9(j 

o 

H 

rH 

o 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

03 

CM 

00 

O 

o 

rH 

xH 

O 

rH 

CO 

oo 

M 

co 

CO 

93-4 

xH 

O 

rH 

•uojx^jndog 

4224 

4246 

4238 

4311 

4336 

4373 

4400 

4418 

4438 

4468 

43452 

4596 

• 

tj 

•j^9i£  x  Japan  sqx^9Q 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CM 

rH 

00 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CO 

rH 

rH 

H 

00 

O 

rH 

lO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

rH 

c3 

Ph 

o 

*S9§12  JJ12  x^  sqx'B9Q 

IO 

iO 

CO 

CO 

IO 

t- 

CO 

CM 

IO 

co 

IO 

tr¬ 

ee 

xH 

IO 

03 

co 

CM 

t— 

61-2 

xH 

CO 

bC 

o 

Q 

•uoiXBjndoj 

3360 

3390 

3410 

3454 

xtt 

CO 

xtl 

CO 

3499 

3528 

CO 

-n 

IO 

CO 

3565 

3594 

34-83 

3722 

• 

Tj 

t-i 

s3 

£ 

*jt?9^  x  Japan  sqxB9Q 

rH 

IO 

IO 

CM 

CO 

CM 

xjH 

rH 

IO 

CM 

co 

CO 

a' 

cS 

^2 

*S9“'B  JJB  X^  SqX^9Q 

o 

CM 

CO 

l—4 

CM 

CM 

CM 

rH 

XfH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CM 

oa 

rH 

CM 

CM 

'CM 

CM 

18-3 

CO 

rH 

h 

jh 

o 

dd 

r~  , 

•uoiXBjndog 

IO 

03 

00 

CO 

rH 

03 

rH 

xfl 

03 

o 

io 

03 

CM 

t— 

03 

00 

03 

1002 

1013 

1023 

1040 

to 

CO 

c~- 

03 

1159 

■jt>9iC  x  Japan  sqji29Q 

CO 

CO 

CO 

t- 

CO 

IO 

CO 

00 

CO 

CO 

03 

Cfc 

rH 

IO 

rH 

CD 

58-7 

oo 

CO 

*898)2  jib  x^  SqXB9Q 

o 

CO 

CM 

CO 

C3 

CM 

CO 

co 

CM 

xn 

c— 

CM 

IO 

c— 

CM 

o 

00 

CM 

o 

00 

CM 

CO 

c- 

<M 

M 

CO 

CM 

00 

00 

CM 

279-6 

xH 

o 

CO 

• 

-4H 

O 

•  rH 

u 

4-5 

m 

•pgj[9Xsi§9Xl  sqxJig 

f— 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

rH 

x* 

<M 

CO 

CO 

co 

o 

xH 

CO 

l" 

co 

rH 

CO 

xH 

r— 

xri 

x* 

oo 

CO 

xtf 

Y 

CO 

o 

xH 

00 

IO 

xK 

•r-^ 

Q 

(D 

'd 

03 

£ 

*JB9^  qOB9  JO 
gjppuu  ox  poxBaijxsg 
nojXBjndog 

14600 

14750 

14900 

15050 

15200 

15350 

15560 

15600 

15700 

15850 

j  15250 

16500 

Year. 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Averages  of 
years 

1899  to  1908 

1909 

16 


The  differing  circumstances,  however,  of  each  ward  in  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  their  effect  on  the  local  or  general  Mortality 
are  not  so  obvious  as  to  call  for  comment. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  those  Infectious  Diseases  which 
have  been  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Officer  is  shewn  in  the 
annexed  table.  They  are  classified  according  to  age  and  the 
different  localities  in  which  they  have  occurred  ;  the  removals  to 
Hospital  from  each  ward  being  also  shown. 


TABLE 
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Isolation 


General 

Prevalence 


Measles 

Epidemic 


Special 

Report 


Should  cases  of  Smallpox  occur  the  Joint  Hospital  at 
Cinder  Hill,  where  there  are  24  beds,  is  still  available.  The  fees 
are  paid  to  the  Officer  of  Health  for  Chadderton,  whilst  the  other 
Infectious  Cases  are  sent  by  arrangement  with  the  Oldham 
Corporation  to  Westhulme  Hospital.  With  regard  to  removals  we 
still  adopt  the  same  plan  as  formerly,  viz.,  to  remove  only  those 
patients  whose  sanitary  surroundings  are  not  satisfactory,  and  who 
are  likely  to  form  a  nucleus  of  infection  for  fresh  cases. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  general  prevalence  of  Infectious 
Disease  in  the  district  during  1909  has  been  considerably  under 
that  of  the  previous  10  years. 

The  average  number  of  cases  during  that  period  was  120'3. 
In  1909  it  was  87.  The  greatest  amount  of  disease  occurred  in 
the  central  parts  of  the  district. 

With  regard  to  the  exceptional  number  of  fatalities  from 
Measles  which  will  be  noticed  in  the  foregoing  Mortality  Tables,  it 
was  discovered  that  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  broke  out  about 
the  end  of  December,  1908.  The  following  extracts  taken  from 
a  Special  Report  made  to  the  governing  authorities  will  show  the 
course  of  the  epidemic,  and  the  steps  taken  for  its  suppression. 

“  Measles  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  in  this  district,  and 
therefore  the  only  existing  means  of  ascertaining  its  degree  of 
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Origin 


prevalence  is  by  inquiry,  by  information  obtainable  from  tha 
Educational  authorities,  and  from  the  local  Registrar’s  returns. 

Previous  to  the  Council  meeting  in  January  last  we 
obtained  information  of  the  great  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  in  the 

Thornh^m  District,  on  the  boundary  of  the  Rochdale  borough, 
mainly  amongst  children  attending  one  particular  school — St. 

James’.  Information  of  the  fact  was  at  once  conveyed  to  the 

Medical  Officer  of  health  for  Rochdale,  who,  we  are  informed  took 

steps  with  the  immediate  effect  of  very  good  results  in  that 

neighbourhood. 

Strictly  speaking,  in  all  the  steps  subsequently  taken 
during  the  epidemic  there  was  no  general  school  closure  because 

it  was  found  that  it  was  mostly  the  Infant  Classes  that  were 
affected,  and  therefore  only  these  classes  were  suppressed  for  the 
time  being  with  quite  satisfactory  results,  and  general  educatian 
was  not  much  hindered.  The  facts  were  mentioned  at  the 
Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Council  in  January,  1909,  and  a  Special 
Meeting  was  summoned  for  the  1st  February  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  and  it  was  resolved  to  close  the  Infants’  Department  of 
St.  Paul’s  School  and  of  the  Byron  Street  School,  because  it  was 
found  that  Measles  prevailed  extensively  in  the  Central  Wards  of 


the  district.  All  Saints’  School  was  examined  about  the  middle  of 
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Extension 


Steps  taken 


Subsequent 

Course 


February  but  was  found  very  little  affected,  and  no  action  was 
taken  as  regards  closure. 

During  February  further  examination  was  made  of  the 
Dryclough  District,  and  at  a  Special  Meeting  on  the  25th  the 
whole  school  was  found  to  be  in  such  an  insanitary  condition  that 
it  w7as  closed,  cleansed,  and  thoroughly  disinfected. 

So  that  during  the  quarter  there  were  three  Special 
Meetings  of  the  Council  held  to  deal  wTith  the  epidemic  wThich, 
although  very  severe  w7as  practically  confined  to  young  infants. 
The  schools  were  cleansed  and  disinfected  and  in  cases  where  the 
elder  children  of  families  wrere  attacked,  warning  notices  were 
given  for  the  remaining  children  to  remain  at  home. 

In  addition  to  these  enquiries,  disinfectants  were 
gratuitously  accessible  to  the  public,  and  instructions  given  in 
their  use. 

With  regard  to  the  subsequent  behaviour  of  the  epidemic 
during  April  the  disease  spread  up  to  the  Heyside  Ward,  and  a 
Special  Meeting  of  the  Council  wras  held  in  the  early  part  of  May, 
wThen  similar  proceedings  were  taken  wTitb  the  like  satisfactory 
results.  From  the  above  facts  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  extent 


and  virulence  of  the  epidemic  wras  clearly  owing  to  the  children 
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Scarlet  Fever 


Erysipelas 


Preventive 

Measures 


being  sent  to  school  in  such  large  numbers  and  at  such  an  early 
age,  and  because  of  the  fact  (pretty  well  established)  that  Measles 
is  one  ol  the  most  infectious  of  diseases  and  that  it  is  transmissible 
practically  before  any  distinctive  symptoms  are  obvious.” 

Scarlet  Fever  has  not  been  nearly  so  prevalent  as  in  former 
years.  The  average  number  of  cases  for  the  previous  10  years 
has  been  89 T  whilst  the  number  that  have  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority  during  the  year  under  review  has  only 
been  52.  The  disease  itself  also  appears  to  have  become  much 
modified  in  character  for  only  two  deaths  have  resulted  from  it 
during  the  whole  year. 

Although  18  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  reported  during  1909 
they  were  pretty  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  different 
Wards  of  the  District  and  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any 
factor  in  common  concerned  in  their  causation.  The  disease 
affected  mostly  people  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65. 

Enquiries  were  made  in  nearly  every  case  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified,  and  disinfectants  gratuitously  supplied.  School 
attendance  from  infected  families  was  regulated,  66  notices  being 
sent  out  for  this  purpose.  Printed  instructions  are  usually  given  as 
regards  isolation  and  disinfection.  On  the  termination  of  the  cases 
given  in  table  5,  rooms  were  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  number  of  124  at  57  different  houses. 
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Lodging 

Houses 


Systematic 

Inspection 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND 
DEPARTMENTAL  WORK. 

A  few  years  ago  serious  defects  were  found  to  exist  in 
nearly  every  house  in  Old  Edge  Lane,  and  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  their  present  condition  a  house  to  house  inspection  of 
that  district  was  made  in  October  last  by  the  Medical  Officer  and 
Sanitary  Inspector.  In  the  majority  of  the  houses  there  was  little 
then  to  find  fault  with,  the  owners  having  effected  many  useful 
repairs,  evidently  at  considerable  expense.  In  one  or  two  instances, 
however,  the  yards  were  still  unenclosed,  and  the  sewage  finding  its 
way  into  the  adjacent  stream. 

The  Lodging  House  there  was  examined  at  the  same  time 
and  found  to  be  clean  and  in  very  good  order,  but  a  few  of  the 
rooms  needed  freer  ventilation  to  make  them  healthy.  In  his 
annual  statement  the  Inspector  remarks  that  all  the  Lodging  Houses 
have  been  visited,  and  in  several  instances  additional  ventilation 
was  insisted  on.  They  are  8  in  number,  mostly  for  weekly 
lodgers,  and  are  kept  generally  in  a  fairly  clean  condition. 

The  regular  inspection  of  the  Royton  District  has  revealed 
the  following  defects  and  nuisances  which  were  reported  month  by 
month  to  the  Sanitary  and  Lighting  Committee  : — 
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Pollution  of 
Streams 


Schools 


Blocked  and  Defective  Drainage 
Defective  Waste  Pipes  and  Spouting 
Defective  and  Dilapidated  Closets  ... 

Defective  Cesspools . 

Defective  Ashpits  . 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation... 
Accumulations  of  Manure  or  Refuse 
Overcrowded  and  Dirty  Houses 
Ill-Ventilated  Rooms  . 


99 

12 

16 

15 

12 

5 

8 

5 

6 

178 


To  secure  the  abatement  and  removal  of  these  nuisances  and 
defects  60  letters,  20  formal  notices,  and  25  legal  notices  were 


issued. 


The  detailed  statement  made  in  last  year’s  Report  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  streams  in  the  District  has  been 
productive  of  much  good  in  the  way  of  purification.  A  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  Sewage  has  been  cut  off  and  turned  into  the 
main  sewers.  Several  new  streets  have  been  sewered,  and  at  26 
different  places  the  house  drainage  has  been  picked  up  and  relaid. 
176  houses  have  been  connected  up  to  the  main  sewers  so  that 
there  is  now  much  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  streams. 

All  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  District  have  been 
visited  and  examined  and  in  four  instances  their  sanitary  condition 
is  quite  satisfactory  as  they  are  roomy,  light  is  ample  and  they 
are  well  ventilated.  The  two  other  schools  are  in  fairly  good 
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Cowsheds 


Slaughter 

Houses 


Bakehouses 


Refuse 

Disposal 


condition.  Following  the  epidemic  of  Measles  already  alluded  to 
28  rooms  in  the  different  schools  were  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

The  cowsheds  number  35  and  the  occupiers  are  all 

registered  as  cowkeepers  and  purveyors,  and  4  others  registered  as 

purveyors  only.  During  the  year  alterations  and  improvements 

have  been  effected  at  6  places  in  consequence  of  drainage  and 

other  defects  having  been  found  therein.  They  have  all  been 
visited  from  time  to  time  and  found  fairly  clean,  better  lighted 
and  generally  more  satisfactory. 

There  are  12  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  which  have 
been  visited  frequently  by  Mr.  W.  Hall,  M.R.C.V.S.,  occasionally 
at  times  of  slaughtering.  The  Council  have  arranged  for  regular 
meat  inspection  also  by  Mr.  Hall.  The  Slaughter  Houses  are  at 
present  in  fairly  good  condition. 

The  Bakehouses  number  50  and  are  clean  and  satisfactory. 

There  are  now  no  underground  Bakehouses  in  this  District. 

The  Sanitary  Work  and  Scavenging  continues  to  be 
executed  by  the  Council’s  workmen  in  a  fairly  efficient  manner. 
The  bulk  of  the  Ashpit  refuse  is  taken  to  the  Destructor  at 

Birchenlee,  aud  the  Nightsoil  to  the  adjacent  farm  lands  where  it 
is  mixed  with  shoddy. 
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Conveniences 


Smoke 

Nuisance 


Midwive8’ 

Act 


Food  and 
Drugs  Act 


The  Sanitary  conveniences  in  the  district  given  in  detail 
are — Ashpits  950,  Ashboxes  890,  Privy  Mid  lens  6,  Cesspools  58, 
Closet  Pans  2,600,  Waste  Water  Closets  500,  W  iter  Closets  150. 

Smoke  observations  have  been  taken  on  43  occasions  at  29 
different  mills.  In  7  cases  the  Council’s  time  limit  was  exceeded, 
5  of  these  Mill  Co.s  have  feen  warned  anl  2  other  Co.s  had 
notices  served  upon  them  to  abate  the  nuisance. 


ACTS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

There  are  5  qualified  Mid  wives  row  practising  in  Roy  ton 
under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Wright,  the  County  Inspector. 
Difficulties  having  occurred  in  the  general  administration  of:  the 
Midwives’  Act,  the  Oldham  Guardians  have  conditionally  agreed 
with  Medical  Practitioners  for  the  payment  of  one  guinea  when 
called  in  by  a  midwife  to  a  patient  who  is  unable  to  pay  for  the 
attendance. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  5  prosecutions  under  the 

o 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  In  2  of  th<  se  instances  5s.  and  costs  was 
imposed  for  Butter  Adulteration,  in  2  other  cases  costs  were  imposed 
for  Adulterated  Milk,  anl  in  1  other  case  5s.  and  costs  was  imposed 


also  for  Adultered  Milk. 
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Other  Acts 


Education 
<A.P.)  Act  1907 


Classification 
and  Inspection 


Sanitation 


Bakehouses 


The  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907,  and  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  are  at  present 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  attending  the 
Local  Public  Elementary  Schools  is  now  carried  out  periodically  by 
a  Medical  Officer  and  Nurses  appointed  by  the  County  Education 
Authority. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  total  number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  Roy  ton 
District,  according  to  the  Register,  is  138.  The  number  of  visits 
made  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  on  the  administration  of  this 
Act  was  144  ;  the  chief  industries  consisting  of  Cotton  Spinning 
and  Weaving,  Bleaching  and  Dyeing,  Millinery  and  Tailoring, 
Printing,  Iron  working,  &c. 

With  regard  to  general  cleanliness  the  condition  has  been 
fairly  good  throughout,  the  air  spaces  abundant,  and  ventilation 
satisfactory. 

As  Special  Sanitary  Regulations  under  the  Act  are  concerned 
with  Bakehouses  they  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  their 
general  Sanitary  condition  as  previously  stated  is  clean  and 
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Conveniences 


satisfactory,  no  defects  having  been  found  as  regards  drain  openings , 
closets  or  sleeping  places. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890,  having  been  adopted  by  the  Roy  ton  District  Council  on  the 
1st  October,  1891,  the  action  taken  under  it  is  included  in  this 
Special  Report.  Defects  to  the  number  of  44  were  found  in  14 
mills,  consisting  of  38  leaking  Sanitary  Pans,  and  5  Closets  without 
doors.  These  defects  were  remedied  on  being  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  managers. 

t 

The  average  of  one  convenience  for  every  25  persons  is 
considered  sufficient,  and  only  suitable  when  the  sexes  are  kept 
separate  which  is  now  insisted  on. 


T.  Varley  &  Co.,  Printers,  30,  Sandy  Lane,  Roy  ton. 


